
 

 

 

 

Animal welfare survey  

 

position on this issue. 

 

The commercial wildlife trade 

 

The COVID-19 pandemic has drawn attention to the links between the commercial wildlife trade and deadly 

diseases. Seventy-five percent of new or emerging infectious diseases over the past decade originated from 

animals, principally from wildlife (e.g., SARS, MERS, Ebola, HIV, H5N1).i The wildlife trade is one of the most 

important pathways of zoonotic disease emergence and a top driver of pandemic risk and biodiversity loss.ii iii  

Canadian demand for wild animals facilitates the spread of zoonotic diseases and threatens biodiversity. 

Between 2014 and 2019 at least 1.8 million wild animals were imported into Canada from 76 countries, 

including from known emerging disease hotspots, and 93% were not subject to any permits or pathogen 

screening.iv A review of import records found gaps in important information, including the type and origin of the 

animal being imported, the purpose of the import and whether the animal was wild-caught or captive-bred.  

To prevent future pandemics, China has permanently banned the farming and consumption of many wild animals 

and is helping farmers transition to alternative livelihoods.v vi Australia and the U.S. have called for a ban on 

wildlife markets. vii viii A U.S. bipartisan bill, The Preventing Future Pandemics Act, would, if passed, prohibit the 

import and export of wildlife for human consumption and medicine.ix The Netherlands has expedited a permanent 

ban on fur farmingx and Italy agreed to ban the import, possession, and trade of wild animals.xi 

There is strong Canadian support for government action on this issue. A 2020 poll found 75% of Canadians 
support a permanent ban on wildlife markets; 70% support a global ban on the commercial trade in wild animals 
and 70% support stronger laws to reduce the trade in wild animals in Canada.xii  

 

1. Would your party support global initiatives to ban wildlife markets and curb the global and 

domestic commercial trade in wild animals, products and derivatives that could contribute to the 

spread of zoonotic diseases, biodiversity loss and/or animal suffering? 

 

 Yes  

 No 

Additional comments 

 

2. Would your party support establishing, and adequately funding, a comprehensive and transparent 

system for monitoring the import, export and sales of live wild animals and their parts and 

derivatives in Canada? 



 Yes  

 No 

Additional comments: 

 

3. Would your party support working with provinces and territories to mitigate inherent risks to public 
health, animal welfare and our natural environment by harmonizing and strengthening regulations to 
significantly reduce captive breeding, transport, and the physical and online trade in wild animals? 

 

 Yes  

 No 

Additional comments: 

 
4. Would your party support strengthened enforcement of both the legal and illegal wildlife trade, 

through better coordination across agencies and federal/provincial/terri torial jurisdictions and 
increased funding and resources?  

 

 Yes  

 No 

Additional comments: 

 

The use of wildlife for entertainment 
 

In June 2019, Canada passed legislation to ban the breeding, display and trade of cetaceans (whales, dolphins 

and porpoises) for entertainment. However, there are no other provisions at a national level restricting the use of 

other species of wildlife that similarly suffer for entertainment.  

 

5. Does your party support further regulations to restrict or end the use of wild animals for human 

entertainment in Canada (activities where wild animals are forced to perform circus -like tricks in 

shows, give people rides or be handled for photos)?  

 

 Yes  

 No 

Additional comments: 

 

Intensive animal agriculture 

 
There is compelling scientific evidence to support a shift away from a high animal protein diet to one that is 
primarily plant-based for reasons of public health, environment, and animal welfare.   
  
Meat and dairy do not provide nutrition in an efficient or sustainable way. While meat and dairy provide just 18% 

emissions.xiii  
 
A 2020 report by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the International Livestock Research 
Institute (ILRI) cited increased demand for animal protein and agriculture intensification as key drivers of 



pandemics, biodiversity loss and climate change and responsible for over 50% of infectious diseases from animals 
since 1940.xiv   
 

Antibiotic resistance, identified by the World Health Organization as one of the top 10 public health 

threats, is also fueled by the industrial animal agriculture system since ¾ of the 

animals.xv Currently, about 700,000 people die each year from antibiotic resistant infections. Without countries 

taking action, up to 10 million people will die annually by 2050 due to superbugs rendering antibiotic treatment 

ineffective.xvi 

  
Experts recommend reducing meat and dairy consumption in favour of more plant-based foods to help reduce 
public health threats from animal agriculture and to reduce impacts on climate change. This approach would also 
align with the recently revised Canada Food Guide.  
 
 

6. Would your party support phasing-out the prophylactic use of antibiotics in animal farming? 
 

 Yes  

 No 

Additional comments: 

 

7. Would your party support initiatives to increase consumption of plant-based foods, as 
recommended by  other experts? 

 

 Yes  

 No 

Additional comments: 

 
8. Would your party support initiatives to reduce animal protein consumption, for the benefit of human 

and planetary health? 
 

 Yes  

 No 

Additional comments: 

 

9. Would your party support instituting financial incentives to promote plant -based farming and plant-

based business initiatives? 

 

 Yes  

 No 

Additional comments: 

 

10. Would your party support instituting financial incentives to support farmers to transition to higher-

welfare, more sustainable animal agriculture systems? 

 Yes  

 No 

Additional comments: 

 



Thank you for your time and consideration! Please submit your responses by August 6, 2021 along with any 

relevant sections of your policy platform related to animal welfare in English and French.  
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