August 17, 2020
Submitted via electronic mail
Mr. Thomas Storch
Senior Trade Advisor
National Economic Council
Room 235
Eisenhower Executive Office Building
Washington, DC 20502

Re: COVID-19: Health risks and wildlife trade – the need for a permanent global ban on
wild animal markets and a precautionary approach to the wildlife trade.
Dear Mr. Storch:
We, the undersigned organizations based in the United States and representing more than 10 million
supporters, acknowledge this most difficult time for our country. As we work as a nation to contain and
combat the spread of COVID-19, we urge you to do all that is within your power and authority to prevent a
crisis like this from ever happening again.
Global and national action to curb the wildlife trade is one of the most effective strategies to prevent future
pandemics, and is necessary to reduce animal suffering and protect biodiversity.
We therefore call upon you to support and champion a permanent ban on wild animal markets, 1
which could become sources for future pandemics, and to commit to end international trade in
wild animals and their products, which contributes to the spread of zoonotic diseases, at the G20
Leaders’ Summit this November.
The impact of COVID-19 in regard to the loss of human life, physical and mental health, the global
economy, livelihoods, and quality of life has been utterly devastating and cannot be underestimated. To
date, COVID-19 has led to 20 million confirmed cases and 744,385 deaths across more than 200
countries and territories. 2 According to calculations by the United Nations and others, the COVID-19
pandemic could cost the global economy between USD 8.5 – 15.8 trillion and is triggering a global
recession, forcing the introduction of costly stimulus packages. 3 4
The costs to the international community and governments of fighting a global pandemic are vastly higher
than the costs of preventing it in the first place. According to Dobson et al. (2020), the cost of reducing
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We define wild animals as non-domesticated species captured from the wild or bred in captivity, particularly mammals and birds,
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commerce of such live wild animals, as well as of their parts and derivatives. We are not advocating for restrictions on local
community subsistence use of wild animals, parts and products, or the movement of animals for non-commercial trade (e.g.,
conservation, sanctuaries).
2
World Health Organization Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) situation reports. Situation Report 190. Updated on August 13, 2020.
Available at: https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/situation-reports/20200813-covid-19-sitrep206.pdf?sfvrsn=bf38f66b_6
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further pandemic risk over the next decade by protecting wildlife and forests would equate to just 2
percent of the estimated financial damage caused by COVID-19. 4
The UN Secretary General’s report, Shared Responsibility, Global Solidarity: Responding to the socioeconomic impacts of COVID-19, highlighted that “robust and comprehensive environmental policies
addressing priority transboundary issues may prevent and mitigate future pandemics, simultaneously
banning trade of wildlife (which can contribute to health risks), harmonizing sanitary standards and
addressing the interacting threats due to illegal trade, habitat loss, climate change, and different sources
of pollution by developing collaborative policy frameworks.” 5
The demand for wild animals and wild animal products is a primary cause of the emergence and spread
of zoonotic diseases and represents a severe risk to global health. Millions of wild animals are captured,
bred and traded every year across the globe for food, traditional medicine and pets. 6 Zoonotic disease
can emerge or be spread at every stage of the trade. 7 Reducing the risk of zoonotic spillover events from
wild animals to people requires maintaining wild animals in secure and intact wild habitats and minimizing
wild animal-human interaction, including by severely limiting the use and trade of wild animals, particularly
for sale as luxury meats in large urban wildlife markets. 8 9
At wild animal markets, the combination of a diverse assemblage of live, wild animals, domestic animals,
animal carcasses, the presence of blood and other bodily fluids, including urine and excrement, as well as
unsanitary conditions, creates an ideal environment for the transmission of zoonotic pathogens among
animals and from animals to people. 10 The stress experienced by live animals in such environments
enhances transmission risk by making the animals more susceptible to disease and more likely to shed
dangerous pathogens. 11
It is widely acknowledged that a wildlife market in Wuhan, Hubei Province, China played a significant role
in the COVID-19 outbreak. 12 This market had a section that reportedly sold many live and dead wild
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animals including snakes, hedgehogs, crocodiles, and raccoon dogs. 13 14 Scientists are still investigating
how the novel coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2) was transmitted to humans, but research suggests it may have
been transferred from bats via pangolins or some other intermediate host species. 15
This is not the first time that infectious zoonotic diseases have been linked to wild animals. Between 2002
and 2003, Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome, caused by a coronavirus which is also believed to have
emerged from wildlife markets in China, resulted in more than 8,000 human cases across 29 countries
and 774 deaths. 16 Failure to enact permanent bans on all wildlife markets at that time allowed for the
similar, but more severe, COVID-19 to emerge or rapidly spread to people. Other significant zoonotic
diseases, including Ebola, Monkey Pox, Middle East Respiratory Syndrome, HIV/AIDS, and avian
influenza, 17 are fundamentally linked to our poor treatment and exploitation of wild animals and our
encroachment on their habitats.
Zoonotic diseases are responsible for over two billion cases of human illness and over two million human
deaths each year. 18 Sixty percent of emerging infectious diseases are zoonotic and more than 70% of
these are thought to originate from wild animals. 19 Considering the significance of wild animals as a
reservoir of emerging infectious diseases, their exploitation, including through international trade, must be
of primary concern.
As highlighted in the G20 Health Ministers’ communique issued following the virtual summit on 19 April
2020, it is crucial to take action to improve pandemic preparedness. While a robust global response is
critical in detecting, treating, and reducing transmission of the current outbreak, it is essential to take vital
measures to prevent similar emerging infectious diseases from developing into pandemics, with the
associated threats to human life, and social and economic well-being.
Because the United States is one of the world’s leading importers of wildlife — importing more than 224
million live animals and 883 million other wildlife specimens every year 20 — it has the responsibility to
assume a leadership role in making sure the G20 takes decisive action to prevent future pandemics by
committing to end the international trade in wild animals and wild animal products.
The majority of Americans want to see their government do all that it can to prevent the next pandemic.
The most effective pandemic prevention strategy is to address the root of this current crisis, which is the
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exploitation and trade in wild animals and the destruction of their habitat. We look forward to working with
you on this critically important issue.
Yours sincerely,
The undersigned organizations…
World Animal Protection
Center for Biological Diversity
Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC)
The Animal Welfare Institute
The Humane Society of the United States
People for the Ethical treatment of Animals (PETA)
Harvard Animal Law & Policy Clinic
Compassion In World Farming
Animal Legal Defense Fund
Oceanic Preservation Society (OPS)
International Marine Mammal Project of Earth Island Institute
Defenders of Wildlife
Brighter Green
Animals Are Sentient Beings
Unexpected Wildlife Refuge
Save Wolves Now Network
Endangered Habitats League
New Hampshire Audubon
Conservation Council of Hawaii

